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Part 1: Life in England 

The Browns are one of Utah’s early pioneer families from England. This story begins in 

the time before the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized.1 Jonathan Brown 

was born July 31, 1818 in Spilsby, Lincolnshire, England to Jonathan Brown and Frances Mary 

Green.2 Spilsby is a “market town lying between the Lincolnshire Wolds and the Fens…For 

more than 700 years…Spilsby has been a market place for farmers and growers selling a variety 

of fresh local vegetables, livestock, meat and bread.”3 Not much has been uncovered on 

Jonathan’s childhood, but many resources declare that he was born into a large family.4 It is 

probable that Jonathan grew up in either lower or middle class circumstances, given the location 

and common trades of its residents. Jonathan was also a man of trade, making it likely that his 

father engaged in business at some point in time.5 

It is not known how many months or years his family was in Lincolnshire, England, but 

the younger Jonathan spent much of his life in Berkshire, England. He married Sarah Cousins 

                                                 
1 From this point, I will refer to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as “Mormon,” “LDS,” or 

“the Church.”  

 
2 Frank Esshom, Pioneers and Prominent Men of Utah (Salt Lake City: Western Epics, Inc., 1966), 775. 

Jonathan’s birthday is consistent in most resources I have found. I provide the place name as it was listed on the 

1851 census; I will furthermore refer to it as Spilsby since this is the standard variation. Other variations I have 

encountered include Spillsbury and Spilsbury. For a map of Spilsby, refer to Appendix.. 

 
3 Bowhunter Websites, “Spilsby Historic Market Town in Lincolnshire,” www.spilsby.info, 

http://www.spilsby.info/ (accessed August 10, 2013). 

 
4 Fae Tullis Chapman, A Life Sketch of Jonathan Brown and Sarah Cousins, (Salt Lake City: Salt Lake 

Family History Library, 1985), 1, Microfilm; Ancestry.com, “Life Story of Jonathan Brown and Sarah Cousins 

Brown,” pdf uploaded on Ancestry.com by user “sljhamul,” http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/29076355/person/ 

12131756493/media/4?pgnum=1&pg=0&pgpl=pid%7cpgNum  (accessed August 29, 2013). On the last page of 

“Life Story,” additional citation states: “Information obtained from Emigration records from Liverpool F. Utah 26. 

Pt. 1-4 6184 Church Emigration 1858-69, Vol. 3 Letters and Family History.” Both documents declare that the 

younger Jonathan was the second in a family of nine children. 

 
5 Conclusion gleaned from knowing Jonathan was a baker while he was in England, but also that his 

brother William was engaged in trade. Spilsby is also a market town, solidifying the likelihood of Jonathan’s 

father’s social status.  
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Brown in Newbury, Berkshire, England on October 31, 1838.6 Sarah was born in Thatcham, 

Berkshire, England on March 7, 1819 to George Cousins and Ann Herridge.7 Jonathan and Sarah 

stayed in Newbury after their marriage; seven of their children were born there. Henry was born 

October 10, 1839; Edwin was born June 24, 1841; Elizabeth was born January 28, 1843; Charles 

was born January 14, 1845; Sarah was born September 1, 1846; Emma was born January 12, 

1850; and Ellen was born August 11, 1851.8 

The 1851 England census provides the most informative window into Jonathan’s life in 

Newbury. Firstly, his family lived on cheap street, where he worked as a master baker.9 The use 

for “cheap” as a noun means: “the place of buying and selling” or “that which is given in 

exchange for a commodity.”10 Therefore, when used in a place name, it frequently refers to 

market areas. Unlike Spilsby, Newbury was larger and busier. It was the site for historically 

                                                 
6 Esshom, Pioneers, 775; Chapman, Life Sketch. 1; “Life Story,” 1;  FreeBMD, England & Wales, 

FreeBMD Marriage Index, 1837-1915, in online database, http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/ 

sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-

c&gsfn=Jonathan&gsln=Brown&mswpn__ftp=Berkshire%2c+England&mswpn=5254&mswpn_PInfo=7-

%7c0%7c0%7c3257%7c3251%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c5254%7c0%7c0%7c&msbdy=1818&uidh=r42&pcat=BMD_M

ARRIAGE&h=3850401&recoff=3+4&db=FreeBMDMarriage&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1 (accessed August 29, 2013). In 

the marriage index, no specific date is given; instead it is a three month period which October 31 falls into: October-

November-December of the same year. For a map of Newbury, refer to Appendix. 

 
7 “Died,” The Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, 60, no. 1 (1898), http://books.google.com/ 

books?id=WJhJAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA144&lpg=PA144&dq=Millennial+Star+relict+of+%22Jonathan+Brown%22

&source=bl&ots=M9NDSQeRi0&sig=oC1ikL9fEnetjX2C_yAuim_pcNo&hl=en&sa=X&ei=7tQGUpCfNYHhygG

ZwIDgDw&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Millennial%20Star%20relict%20of%20%22Jonathan%20Brow

n%22&f=false. For a map of Thatcham, refer to Appendix. 

 
8 Chapman, Life Sketch, 1. I checked the birth dates on other sources such as death certificates, gravestones, 

and obituaries; they remain mostly consistent. I use the birthdates listed in one source for reasons of consistency, but 

Ellen’s gravestone in Salt Lake City Cemetery says her birthday is August 3.  

 
9 Ancestry.com, 1851 England Census, in online database, http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-

c&gsfn=Jonathan&gsln=Brown&mswpn__ftp=Berkshire%2c+England&mswpn=5254&mswpn_PInfo=7-

%7c0%7c0%7c3257%7c3251%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c5254%7c0%7c0%7c&msbdy=1818&uidh=r42&pcat=35&h=35

73829&recoff=6+7&db=uki1851&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1 (accessed August 29, 2013).   

 
10 Oxford English Dictionary Online, s.v. “cheap,” http://www.oed.com.erl.lib.byu.edu/view/Entry/31046 

(accessed August 10, 2013). 
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significant events and a place that changed with the major movements of England society.11 

While residing in Newbury, the family lived at “St. Mary St At the Old Cattle Mkt.”12 

Mormon missionaries travelled to England during the time the Browns were in Berkshire. 

From two brief biographies, one learns that the Jonathan, Sarah, and the older children were 

converted to the LDS Church in the early 1850s.13 Sarah was the first one to take interest and 

attend the meetings of the LDS missionaries and converts. Jonathan was extremely displeased 

when he discovered this fact. So much so, that his temper drove Sarah out, having to “hide away 

from home for some time.”14 Sarah, being firm in her belief of the LDS teachings, returned 

home; she decided that she would not accept baptism until Jonathan was “ready to join the 

Church with her.”15 

Over time, Jonathan took an interest in the Mormon Church and began studying and 

investigating its doctrine. He and Sarah were baptized January 19, 1852.16 When Jonathan and 

Sarah converted, they were active in their local branch; Jonathan was even serving as branch 

                                                 
11 Newbury.net, “History of Newbury,” Newbury.net, http://www.newbury.net/history.htm (accessed 

August 10, 2013). 

 
12 Harold B. Lee Library, “Liverpool to New Orleans on the Ellen Maria,” under Henry George Rood, 

http://mormonmigration.lib.byu.edu/Search/showDetails/db:MM_MII/t:voyage/id:123/keywords:jonathan+brown 

(accessed August 10, 2013). 

 
13 Chapman, Life Sketch, 1; “Life Story,” 1. “Life Story” says that Sarah started taking discussions around 

the time of her marriage.  

 
14 “Life Story,” 1. 

 
15 Ibid. 

 
16 Ibid.; Chapman, Life Sketch, 1; Murray City Corporation, The History of Murray City, Utah (Murray: 

Murray City Corporation, 1976), 380. On Jonathan Brown’s profile on the genealogy website for the LDS Church, 

Familysearch.org, his baptism date is recorded as January 1, 1852. According to ordinance records on the family’s 

profiles on Familysearch.org, the children who were baptized in England included Henry and Edwin; the others who 

survived to adulthood were baptized in Utah.  
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treasurer.17 Jonathan and Sarah were strongly committed to the Church and firmly believed in its 

doctrines. Like many European converts before them, the family made plans to travel to Zion.18 

By January 1853, Jonathan and the family travelled to Liverpool to settle their voyage to the 

United States, but not without opposition from other family members.19 In one account it reads: 

Jonathan found lodgings for his family and the next morning went with his father and 

William to Preston where William had a thriving business. They tried to dissua[de] 

Jonathan from leaving England and William offered to give him 500 pounds if he would 

denounce the Gospel and stay there but Jonathan  said, “I left Newbury with the intention 

of going to Zion and, please God, nothing will stop me. If William had offered me 

thousands instead of hundreds it would have been in vain. I mean to press onward 

through thick or thin, God willing.”20 

 

In spite of his brother and father, Jonathan followed through with plans to travel to Zion. 

The Browns were driven by their belief in God and felt the need to move to Utah, causing them 

to sacrifice what they had in England including citizenship, business, friends, family, and 

comforts. Aside from their faith, they likely harbored anxieties in taking such a tremendous step. 

Firstly, a lot could happen during the long and sometimes treacherous journey. Also, Jonathan 

had a pregnant wife and seven young children whose safety and well-being were in the hands of 

father not turning his back on the family’s decision to travel.  

                                                 
17 Chapmen, Life Sketch, 1. Chapman said that the Browns attended church in Reading, which is another 

town in Berkshire. The branch in Reading seems to have included members from nearby towns and cities in 

Berkshire. For readers who are unfamiliar with Mormon terminologies, a “branch” is a term used for a smaller group 

of people who belong to the larger organization, the LDS Church. Often, these people came together to meet in a 

single place for religious services, hence the need to organize them into groups. Each member takes part in helping 

their particular branch, meaning most members were given a “calling” with specific responsibilities.  

 
18 “Zion” in this context refers to Salt Lake City, where the Latter-day Saints had settled in the late 1840s, 

escaping persecutions in the eastern United States. There was a call from the prophet of the Church around this time 

for all Saints to gather to one place, this being in the Utah Territory. Also, from this point, I will refer to “Latter-day 

Saint(s)” as “Saint(s)” or “member(s).” “Convert” will be used to represent a recently baptized member. 

 
19 “Life Story,” 1. I say “by” January because the ship register from Liverpool to New Orleans on the Ellen 

Maria shows that Jonathan Brown was acknowledged for passage on December 31. The date given in the text came 

from “Life Story.”  

 
20 Ibid. 
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The anxieties at least began when Jonathan stopped his work as a baker and “disposed” 

of his property in Newbury.21 Leaving Newbury was not the first major sacrifice; when the 

family set foot on the ship, they would be leaving England altogether and travelling to a foreign 

land. Rulon A Walker described the feelings of a journeying Saint: “It was a time of excitement, 

eagerness, and mixed emotions, ranging from parting from friends, family, and lifelong 

attachments to village, town, or shire, to high anticipation in going to the new land, the new 

Zion, with her opportunities and hew uncertainties ahead.”22  

When in Liverpool, the short time used for planning the voyage was hectic. When a 

British convert looked into travelling, the British Mission office in Liverpool counseled and 

instructed them; it is likely what Jonathan did upon coming to Liverpool.23 LDS missionaries 

working with the Perpetual Emigration Fund held frequent meetings for the purpose of preparing 

the departing Saints for the next stage.24 The Saints were warned on vices and other potential 

dangers that lay on their paths to Zion. They were also introduced to the doctrine of polygamy, 

something which Jonathan and his son Henry would practice later on in Zion.25  

They would remain in Liverpool longer than they anticipated. According to the ship  

                                                 
21 Ibid. I imagine the money he gained from this transaction probably went toward getting his family to 

Liverpool, finding lodgings, but also funding the voyage. On the Ship register for “Liverpool to New Orleans,” it 

shows a 20 pound deposit was made under the name Henry George Rood whom it seems the Brown family was 

travelling with.  

 
22 Rulon A. Walker, “The Voyage of the Ellen Maria, 1853,” BYU Studies 27, no. 1 (1987), 

https://ojs.lib.byu.edu/spc/index.php/BYUStudies/article/view/5652/5302 (accessed August 10, 2013).   

 
23 Fred E. Woods, "From Liverpool to Keokuk: The Mormon Maritime Migration Experience of 1853,” 

Mormon Historical Studies 4, no. 2 (Fall 2003), http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/IR/id/ 

2617/rec/1 (accessed August 10, 2013). 

 
24 Walker, “Voyage,” 58. The Perpetual Emigration Fund was organized by the LDS Church in 1849 and 

took donations. The money helped finance the journey for bringing new converts to Utah.  

  
25 Ibid. 
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Register for the Ellen Maria, she was scheduled to sail on January 11, 1853.26 Departing this 

time of year was imperative because the saints had to cross the plains prior to the “the snows of 

early winter [that] blocked the highlands of Wyoming.” 27 The voyage was delayed from 

unfinished preparations and prevailing westerlies. These misfortunes did not dampen the faith of 

the Saints as they waited for several days, but they did become restless. They passed the time 

“entertain[ing] themselves by playing music and dancing.”28 On January 14, Moses Clawson, the 

missionary in charge of the departing saints, organized converts for the purpose of praying 

“morning and evening.”29 For the next two days the saints would continue organizing themselves 

for the voyage, awaiting embarkation.30 

  

                                                 
26 Library, “Liverpool.”  

 
27 Walker, “Voyage,” 57. 

 
28 Ibid., 59. 

 
29 Ibid. 

 
30 Ibid. Walker explains how they organized themselves further: “A watch bill for the men was drawn up 

for the night hours, and a cooking schedule was set up which divided that function into three shifts daily, each being 

allotted two hours at the stoves. Elder Clawson took the final step in organizing the Saints when he called upon the 

available elders to be responsible for looking after the health and well-being of their fellow passengers, grouping 

them according to their assigned spaces.” 
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Part 2: The Journey 

They set sail on the Ellen Maria on January 17, 1853; the ship “would carry 332 Latter-

day Saints in completing this, her third and last voyage.”31 In the journal of one departing saint, 

he recounted: “All the Saints on board was up on the deck waving their handkerchiefs. We sung 

the hymn, ‘Yes My Native Land I Love Thee.’”32 In the words of another convert, he stated: 

“We started at 4 p.m. all the Saints mustered on board and as we left the dock we sang the hymn 

page 361, ‘The Shepherd Have Raised Their Sweet Warning Voices,’ leaving with cheerful 

hearts.”33 One can imagine that a person brimming over with faith and hope could still feel regret 

and sorrow. In the words of Frederick Piercy as the Jersey travelled seaward from his home: “It 

is impossible to leave the land of one’s birth without regret, or to leave one’s kindred and 

friends, even for a few months, without a sigh. I wondered whether I should ever see them again, 

or if my ears would ever again be greeted with gentle words of affection in fond tones from 

loving lips!”34 It is therefore awe-inspiring that these brave men, women, and children gave up 

almost all they had to follow the counsel of Church leaders in travelling to a foreign land to help 

build up Zion in the name of God. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
31 Ibid. 

 
32 John Isaac Hart, “Autobiography and Journal,” Harold B. Lee Library, 

http://mormonmigration.lib.byu.edu/Search/showDetails/db:MM_MII/t:account/id:342/keywords:jonathan+brown 

(accessed August 10, 2013). This is an excerpt from a manuscript in the Church History Library. Original citation 

provided: Hart, John Isaac. Autobiography and journal (Ms 5181), pp. 13-15; [Acc. #24666] (CHL) 

 
33 James Farmer, “Journal,” Harold B. Lee Library,  http://mormonmigration.lib.byu.edu/Search/ 

showDetails/db:MM_MII/t:account/id:341/keywords:jonathan+brown (accessed August 10, 2013). ). This is an 

excerpt from a manuscript in the Church History Library. Original citation provided: Farmer, James. Journal, (Ms 

1565), fd.1; Diary (Typescript) (Ms 8620 reel 11 #3), pp. 77-106; [Acc. #19080] (CHL) 

 
34 Woods, “Liverpool,” 10. 
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Figure 1. The Ellen Maria setting sail for America in February 1851. Source: painting by Ken Baxter, 

Embarkation of the Saints at Liverpool, at Brigham Young University, “Emigration to America,” image 

digitized by the Harold B. Lee Library, http://cdm15999.contentdm.oclc.org/ 

cdm/ref/collection/RelEd/id/5794 (accessed August 29, 2013). 

 

Throughout the trip, the saints met with challenges common to a sea voyage. Jonathan 

took part in these difficulties as the one helping and the one suffering. In his own words from 

one account, Jonathan described his role as helper: “With a sick wife, a sick nurse, 7 sick 

children, besides the others of the company I cared for, I do think I slept in a bed 6 nights out of 

the 6 weeks were on board. I laid down on the boxes in front of the beds, ready if any assistance 

was needed.”35 Jonathan also took his turn at suffering difficulties while on board. One time, he 

almost broke both legs after falling against a ladder. After some time, he sprained a shoulder and 

“cut his forehead in three places.”36 He later scalded his arm when the tilting of the ship caused 

                                                 
35 “Life Story,” 1. This biography declares that Jonathan was the only one of his company able to “render 

assistance” by day two of the voyage. 

 
36 Ibid.  
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boiling arrowroot to spill. How did he pull through these afflictions? In his own words, Jonathan 

said: “Well, my shoulder, legs, head, and arm all got well by the healing ordinances of the 

Church and I did not lay by one hour with it all. Thanks to the Lord.”37  

 

Figure 2. A European emigrant’s view of New Orleans as the ship pulls into port, early 1850s. Source: 

steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, New Orleans, in digitized book, James Linforth, ed., Route from 

Liverpool to the Great Salt Lake Valley, (Liverpool: published by Franklin D. Richards, 1855), to face 

page 35, http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/17396 (accessed August 

30, 2013). 

 

The Ellen Maria arrived in New Orleans in the wee hours of the morning on March 7.38  

The Saints would have missed the initial view of New Orleans on account of darkness, but the 

sight before their eyes when daytime rolled around would be similar to the scene in Figure 2; 

steamships sailing along the harbor, buildings and homes, billowing smoke, bustling people, and 

so on. In the journal of one emigrant disembarking the Ellen Maria one learns the reaction of the 

                                                 
37 Ibid. 

 
38 Walker, “Voyage,” 65. 
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Saints seeing civilization after 47 days at sea: “A beautiful morning and when we went on 

deck…the view of New Orleans…appeared strange.”39   

However, as strange as the sight would be, many Saints were glad to be on solid ground 

again. “Elated with the successful termination of the voyage to this place they soon crowded on 

the levee, and made their way into the city, in the hope of finding something more tempting to 

the palate than the ship fare.”40 The Saints were cautioned “in the use of fresh meat and 

vegetables…[and] to beware of swindlers.”41 

Many Saints were careful in their dealings though. While there, members residing in the 

port city would entertain incoming Saints with dinner, tea, and singing. 42 Others would amble 

“through the quaint, old-fashioned city,” passing “many a familiar face” from the ship. 43 Many 

would dine on the Louisianan French cuisine, there being “several cafes and restaurants” run by 

the French.44 

While in Louisiana, the Saints would be making arrangements to travel by ship again, this 

time up the Mississippi River. An agent for the Church would meet the Saints arriving in New 

Orleans to assist them on the next leg of their journey: St. Louis.45 It was on March 9 that the 

customs agents would inspect the Saints and their luggage. Their stay in New Orleans would be 

                                                 
39 Farmer, “Journal.”  

 
40 James Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool to the Great Salt Lake Valley, (Liverpool: published by 

Franklin D. Richards, 1855), 33b, http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/17396 

(accessed August 30, 2013). 

 
41 Ibid., 33. 

 
42 Farmer, “Journal.” 

 
43 Linforth, Route, 34. 

 
44 Ibid. 

 
45 Ibid., 31. 
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brief; it would be that same day that the passengers from the Ellen Maria would board a 

riverboat set for St. Louis after luggage inspection. 46  

The journey by steamship had its own dangers, such as “fire, collision, ice, and 

explosion.”47 Another danger came in the form of the steamer’s crew. In the journal of James 

Farmer, one reads about how unruly these men could be. Many would use vulgar language 

around the Saints, including the women. Others tried to take advantage of the Latter-day Saint 

women in unchaste ways, so the travelling Saints required the frequent use of watchmen, 

particularly in the night.48 

On the other hand, the journey by steamship had a few peaceful ventures. One of the 

pleasantries of travelling by river was observing the countryside. One Saint recounted seeing the 

“luxuriant trees and foliage on the right and left of the great Mississippi.”49 Another Saint who 

travelled on the Ellen Maria likened the American wilderness in Illinois to England; when the 

steamboat travelers were two hundred miles away from St. Louis, the Saint stated: “The scenery 

at this time reminded us of our native land.”50  

                                                 
46 Farmer, “Journal.” 

 
47 Woods, “Liverpool,” 17. 

 
48 Farmer, “Journal.” 

 
49 Woods, “Liverpool,” 17. 

 
50 Farmer, “Journal.”  
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Figure 3. A view of St. Louis from the Mississippi River and a steamer similar to the boats the Saints 

travelled on. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, St. Louis, in digitized book, Linforth, ed., Route 

from Liverpool, to face page 55. 

 

The company would arrive in St. Louis on March 18, 1853. The entire trip cost twenty-

seven dollars. It is likely that the entire company travelled on one steamship, since at one time 

people had to hide when the ship was inspected after a landing. Conditions being compact, and 

many Saints being unaccustomed to the American climate, there were many ill passengers like 

on the ocean liner.51 Consequently, their journey by ship would be coming to a near end, but the 

stay in St. Louis would precede their final time on a boat before overland migration.  

While in St. Louis, it is likely that Jonathan and the family staid for a few weeks to earn 

more money for making the next stage of the journey. Travel may have been delayed for family 

reasons too, because the pregnant Sarah gave birth to a girl they named after the ship while in St 

Louis. Their other little daughter, Ellen, died in late April, her resting place identified as St. 

                                                 
51 Farmer, “Journal.”  
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Louis.52 The family must have been devastated at one time and rejoicing at another, with both a 

death and a birth; nevertheless, they would press forward in their plans to migrate.  

St. Louis was conveniently situated and equipped for travel and industry. The city served 

as a staging place in the journeys of migrating Saints for many years. Although not a permanent 

residence for many travelling to Zion, one newspaper declared that “their numerical strength here 

is greater than may be imagined.”53 A more detailed account on St. Louis’ role in Mormon 

migration also came from this article:  

Our city is the greatest recruiting point for Mormon emigrants from England and the 

Eastern States, and the former especially, whose funds generally become exhausted by 

the time they reach it, generally stop here for several months, and not infrequently remain 

among us for a year of two pending the resumption of their journey to Salt Lake.54 

 

After working and making further preparations for reaching Zion in St. Louis, the next 

stage in their journey was Keokuk, Iowa. This would be the last bit of journey they would travel 

by boat.55 By 1853 the Church leaders were outfitting the incoming European saints in Keokuk 

to help cut costs.56 According to the Historic Research Index, Jonathan Brown and his company 

were camping at Keokuk in 1853.57  

                                                 
52 “Life Story,” 2. Maria Ellen was born March 23 while Ellen died April 27.  According to Chapman, 

Ellen died April 30. Ellen’s gravestone says April 29.  

 
53 Woods, “Liverpool,” 18. Woods quotes an excerpt from the Missouri Republican published on May 8, 

1851. 

 
54 Ibid. 

 
55 Fred E. Woods and Douglas, Atterberg, “The 1853 Mormon Migration through Keokuk,” Mormon 

Historical Studies 4, no. 2 (Fall 2003), http://mormonhistoricsites.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/ 

MHS_Fall2003_1853-Migration-Through-Keokuk.pdf (accessed August 16, 2013). 

 
56 Ibid., 26. 

 
57 “1853 Mormon Immigrants Who Camped in Keokuk,” Mormon Historical Studies 4, no. 2 (Fall 2003), 

http://mormonhistoricsites.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/MHS_Fall2003_1853-Mormon-Immigrants.pdf 

(accessed September 1, 2013). Ellen is not listed in this group. 
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Figure 4. A view of Keokuk, where the 1853 movement of Saints would camp. Source: steel engraving 

by Frederick Piercy, Camp at Keokuk, in digitized book, Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 

59. 

 

While there, the Saints worked to earn the money to make the next step in their journey. 

Since most arriving emigrants were Europeans coming in without provisions for plains travel; 

they “counted on the Church to provide outfits.”58 The number of Saints pouring into Keokuk 

was astronomical—more than 2,500 in the spring and summer of the year they first arrived. For 

their encampments, they “selected an area on the northeaster edge of Keokuk.”59 Several Saints 

from Great Britain would camp here prior to crossing the plains. Relations between the migrating 

converts and locals were mostly genial as they worked and lived side by side for some time.60  

                                                 
58 William G. Hartley, “LDS Emigration in 1853: The Keokuk Encampment and Outfitting Ten Wagon 

Trains for Utah,” Mormon Historical Studies 4, no. 2 (Fall 2003), http://mormonhistoricsites.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/04/MHS_Fall2003_The-Keokuk-Encampment.pdf (accessed August 16, 2013). 

 
59 Woods and Atterberg, “1853,” 28. 

 
60 Ibid., 33. 
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While in camp, few were “idlers,” either working in town, working on the roads, doing 

whatever was necessary to prepare for crossing the plains.61 Whatever time they had was spent in 

preparations for plains travel. “The main effort during these weeks was the procurement of the 

livestock and paraphernalia essential to making up and equipping the several companies being 

organized for the journey.”62 Many of the saints departing Iowa were receiving financial help 

from the Perpetual Emigration Fund and other outside resources. The Browns were part of a 

company that were outfitted for plains travel on their own dime.63 On June 3, 1853, the Claudius 

V. Spencer Company departed Iowa for Salt Lake City with 250 Saints and forty wagons.64 

When the Saints started their journey, they met with “some very muddy roads” and “rain 

[that] went through the tents and wagon covers.” 65 They “passed over some of the finest lands 

and forests” along the way.66 The Saints had additional miles to cover starting from Keokuk 

rather than Kanseville, like immigrants in earlier years. The Keokuk Saints travelled the 350 mile 

distance to Kanseville, where they would restock on provisions. Approaching the Missouri River 

about a month after departure, they would cross by “rafting slews…made of logs.”67 After days 

                                                 
61 Ibid. 

 
62 Walker, “Voyage,” 65. 

 
63 “Foreign Correspondence,” Millennial Star 15 (1853), 

http://books.google.com/books?id=FCMEAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=millennial+star+1853&hl=en&sa

=X&ei=tsQOUvWWO-HxiwKk4YD4Bg&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=spencer&f=false (accessed 

August 16, 2013). The article reads: “Elder C.V. Spencer, with about forty wagons, fitted out by the company.” 

Other saints were listed as “£10 Saints” or “P.E. Fund Saints.” For more information on these saints and how they 

funded their journeys, refer to articles from Mormon Historical Studies 4, no. 2. 

 
64 Hartley, “LDS Emigration,” 65. 

 
65 Maria Walker Wheeler, “My History,” history.lds.org, https://history.lds.org/overlandtravels/ 

trailExcerptMulti?lang=eng&companyId=284&sourceId=6116 (accessed August 16, 2013). Source located at 

Church History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

 
66 Ibid. 

 
67 Ibid. An arduous process for the Saints. It took about a week and conditions were wet. The cost for 

ferrying a wagon was one dollar. Livestock had to swim across through a strong current.  
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of ferrying wagons, the company made it to Winter Quarters. In a history written by Maria 

Wheeler, she recounted the conditions of the next stage in the journey: 

There were many ups and downs, [trials] and difficulties to encounter, but we overcame 

them all such as breaking wagon tongues, spokes, tires to set, etc...when one broke a 

tongue or lost cattle, they all stayed until he was ready as we were now coming towards 

the Indian country and it was not safe for us to scatter as there was more safety and self-

protection in keeping together. After a week or two we got out of timber country so there 

was no timber only in a small fringe on the banks of streams.68 

 

 The journey across the plains was similar to many ox teams before and after the 1853 

season migrations. For instance, there were stints of the overland route where the pioneers would 

encounter level land in the form of the prairie. Maria Wheeler described the landscape as such: 

“the country was level plains mostly…as far as the eye could see. Without a tree or bush to break 

the monotony of the scene, only the Platt River. There were large herds of buffalo with 

sometimes an antelope or a deer.”69 Other terrain would be sandy or rough.  

 The pioneers also encountered what would become major landmarks in their journey, 

whether it was a plant, a mountain, or a river. There were legendary features such as the “Lone 

Tree” which excited the artist Frederick Piercy to find, but discovered that it was cut down. 

When the Saints had reached the Platt River, Chimney Rock was in view along the way, a 

landmark which Maria described as “a loose rock out in the level plains…like an immense 

chimney.”70  

It was at Fort Laramie where the pioneers would cross the Platte and reach the edge of 

level country. They hit barren, hilly country yet again. After some time, they reached the 

                                                 
68 Ibid. For fuel, when there was no timber the Saints would gather sticks and buffalo chips to burn. 

 
69 Ibid. Maria related how there were “few experienced deer or buffalo hunters along” with them so using 

wild game for sustenance was relatively uncommon on the journey. 

 
70 Ibid. 
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Sweetwater River and encountered Indian arrow fire from the surrounding cliffs. They reached 

Devil’s Gate, then Independence Rock. They neared the Rocky Mountains, then reached the high 

point of South Pass; here the company made it to the top where “the streams run the other 

way.”71 They then reached the Wasatch Mountains, about the time the weather was growing cold 

and snowy. They were now only days away from their destination. Upon reaching Fort Bridger, 

the company would rest for a few days, having travelled over rough road for the past 200 miles.72  

The company of pioneers reached the Weber River by September 17. In a letter from 

Claudius Spencer to President Young, one learns that they are short on provisions and slowed 

down by “the inexperience of the English brethren in these canyons.”73 They were still waiting 

for the entire wagon train to approach the base of Emigration Canyon. He included a list of 

people in his train that included the Brown family.74 For a visual depiction of the journey across 

the plains, refer to Figures 5 through 10. 

 

  

                                                 
71 Ibid. 

 
72 Ibid. Other members of the company let their loads be carried ahead since they lost oxen and wagons. 

  
73 Spencer, Claudius V. Claudius V. Spencer to Brigham Young, September 17, 1853. In Journal History of 

the Church (Salt Lake City: Church History Library Microfilms), Microfilm. Part of the collection from the 

microfilms if digitized by the Harold B. Lee Library at Brigham Young University. URL address:  

http://ldsarch.lib.byu.edu.erl.lib.byu.edu/CD%20Volume%202/Disc2/v32-33/seg28.htm (accessed September 1, 

2013) 
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Figure 5. Chimney Rock. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, Chimney Rock, in digitized book, 

Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 91. 

 

 
 
Figure 6. Fort Laramie. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, Fort Laramie, in digitized book, 

Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 94. 
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Figure 7. Independence Rock. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, Independence Rock, in 

digitized book, Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 96. 

 

 
 
Figure 8. Devil’s Gate. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, Devil’s Gate, in digitized book, 

Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 96. 
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Figure 9. The Weber River. Source: photograph by unknown photographer, Devil’s Gate, Weber River, 

U.P.R.R., at "Devil's Gate, Weber River, U.P.R.R., Utah, from Robert N. Dennis collection of 

stereoscopic views,” Wikimedia Commons, http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 

wiki/File:Devil's_Gate,_Weber_River,_U.P.R.R.,_Utah,_from_Robert_N._Dennis_collection_of_stereosc

opic_views.jpg (accessed September 1, 2013).  

 

 
 

Figure 10. The Great Salt Lake. Source: steel engraving by Frederick Piercy, Great Salt Lake, in digitized 

book, Linforth, ed., Route from Liverpool, to face page 107. 
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Part 3: The Early Years in Zion, the 1850s and 1860s 

 

They ended up reaching the Salt Lake Valley in late September.75 Their daughter born in 

Missouri, Maria Ellen, passed away on October 5 that year.76 The Brown family settled in South 

Cottonwood, now part of Murray City. Their property “extended from 4600 South to 4800 

South…and extended from State Street east to the creek that ran through the property.”77 After 

settling in Utah, the Browns had two more children born to them: Mary born on April 9, 1857 

and Albert born December 13, 1859.78  

The farm they settled had enough water for irrigation and land for livestock and farming. 

They had a meadow on their land with many springs. There was a particular one named 

Bottomless Spring, which had “turbulent waters” that drowned livestock so the children were 

told not to go near it.79 There was a variety of trees that grew next to the creek, including 

cottonwoods, willows, and so on. There was good soil on the land as well, making it ideal for 

farming.80 The first home built on the land was made from logs; other farm structures were 

constructed with adobe, such as the granary.81  

                                                 
75 “Life Story,” 2. Other dates are provided for saints from the Spencer Company arriving to the valley 

between September 17 and September 26.  

 
76 Ibid.; Chapman, Life Sketches, 2. Both resources provide the same death date. Her gravestone in Utah 

also provides the same death date.   

 
77 Murray City, History of Murray, 380. 

 
78 Chapman, Life Sketches, 3. Death Certificates provide the same dates.  

 
79 Ibid., 2.  

 
80 Ibid. 

 
81 Ibid., the granary also had a thatched roof which the family called “the oat granary.” 
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The Brown family established themselves well when they formally settled. Sarah heartily 

threw herself into the role as wife and mother in their new homeland. Fae Chapman summarized 

Sarah’s life on the farm: 

Mrs. Brown was the proud owner of a large iron kettle with a heavy, fitted lid in which 

she baked her sourdough salaratus or salt-rising bread. The kettle containing the dough 

was placed in hot ashes of fireplace, and hot coals were heaped about it and on top of it… 

 Mrs. Brown, like her neighbor women, carded, spun and wove wool into cloth for 

the family clothing, which she carefully sewed into garments with a needle and thread. 

Calico was 50 cents a yard at that time and was only used for very best dresses.82 

 

Not only Sarah, but Jonathan was a Saint who committed to his faith. It is likely that the first 

time Jonathan heard about polygamy was when the missionaries taught the saints more doctrine 

in Britain prior to crossing the ocean. He would live by this practice after the family settled in 

Utah. He and Ann Langfield were sealed in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City November 

22, 1856.83 Together they had one daughter, Elizabeth born September 1857.84 

 Growing up on the Brown farm was not an idle or luxurious experience, as was evident in 

Sarah fulfilling her responsibilities as wife and mother. Their humble home was outfitted as 

comfortable as possible, even having “real glass windows.”85 Their source of light was “a small 

tin lamp with a wick that burned some kind of oil, or a dish of mutton-tallow with a lighted 

woolen rad in it, or a home-made mutton-tallow candle made in a special candle mold brought 

                                                 
82 Ibid. 

 
83 Ibid. 

 
84 Florence C. Young, Conquerors of the West: Stalwart Mormon Pioneers (Sandy City: Agreka Books, 

1999), 1:392. 

 
85 Chapman, Life Sketches, 2. 
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from England.”86 Their source of heat during the winter came from “a huge fireplace at one end 

of the large kitchen and living room,” which they also used for cooking.87 

 Although they lived lifestyles requiring hard labor, the family took their time to entertain 

too. The living room of the Brown home was large enough to accommodate dancing. In several 

of these events, “the neighbors gathered…[and] danced by the light of burning aspen or pine 

poles in a huge fire place.”88 Often, food was served and “a violin was the chief musical 

instrument at home dances.”89 

 Hunting was also a favorite pastime of many people in this time and area; it was also a 

means of helping feed the family. Streams and foothills were abundant with small game, such as 

waterfowls, sage chickens, and cottontails. Streams were also good for fishing. Other forms of 

sustenance came in the form of livestock they would slaughter and vegetable gardens for harvest. 

Pioneers also “gathered wild thistle, pigweed and dandelions for ‘greens,’ as well as wild 

chokecherries, serviceberries, and black currants, some of which were dried for winter use.”90 

Besides farm work and entertainment, the Browns expected their children to take part in a 

basic education. This expectation is evident from biographies on Edwin and Albert. It is likely 

that the older children received a common English education, since Edwin was an apprentice in a 

button factory back in Newbury.91 The younger children also went to school, but in Utah. For 

                                                 
86 Ibid. 

 
87 Ibid. 

 
88 Ibid., 5. 

 
89 Ibid. 

 
90 Ibid. 

 
91 Murray City, History of Murray, 379. 
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instance, Albert received a “common school education,” which is likely the same for the other 

younger Brown children.92 The Browns being educated can be seen in census records when they 

were identified as being able to read and write. 

 Jonathan, Sarah, and all their eight living children are in the 1860 federal census that was 

enumerated August 10.93 There is one problem with this date: Jonathan had died over a month 

before, which was indeed a “distressing affair.”94 The actual events surrounding his demise are a 

mystery, but there are extant resources that provide pieces of the story. On the Salt Lake County 

death register, Jonathan’s cause of death was from the “effect of liquor.”95 On the Fourth of July, 

Jonathan was in the company of “two others who were with him [and] took a dram or two of 

liquor, which made them very sick. His two associates…say they never drank anything of the 

kind that made them so sick before. Mr. Brown seemed to be the worse effected than the others 

and was taken home ill that night and died before morning.”96 The inquest on his death provides 

other sides to the story: 

                                                 
92 Andrew Jenson, Latter-day Saint Biographical Encyclopedia (Salt Lake City: Andrew Jenson History 

Company, 1914) 2:598, http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/BYUIBooks/id/4361 (accessed September 

2, 2013). 

 
93 Ancestry.com, 1860 United States Federal Census, in online database, http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-

c&gsfn=Jonathan&gsln=Brown&mswpn__ftp=Utah&msbdy=1818&msbpn__ftp=England&msbpn=3251&msbpn_

PInfo=3-

%7c0%7c0%7c3257%7c3251%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c0%7c&msddy=1860&msdpn__ftp=Utah&uidh=r42

&pcat=35&h=34757784&db=1860usfedcenancestry&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1 (accessed September 5, 2013).  

 
94 “Distressing Affair,” Deseret News, July 11, 1860,  http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/compoundobject/ 

collection/desnews2/id/546/rec/1 (accessed September 2, 2013). 

 
95 Ancestry.com, Utah Death Registers, 1847-1966, in online database, http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-

c&gsfn=Jonathan&gsln=Brown&mswpn__ftp=Utah&msbdy=1818&msbpn__ftp=England&msbpn=3251&msbpn_

PInfo=3-
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&pcat=34&h=243270&recoff=6+7&db=UtahDeathIndex&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1 (accessed September 5, 2013). 
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The inquisition taken at the house of William Park in the Farmers Precinct in the county 

of Great Salt Lake, Territory of Utah the 5th day of July A.D…before me, John West, one 

of the justices of the peace in and for said county upon the body of Jonathan Brown then 

and these lying dead upon the oaths of James P. Park, Archibald Gardiner, Lucas Larsen, 

James L. Hamilton, William D. Kirk, William D. Pack, good and lawful men of the same 

county who being sworn to inquire into the circumstances of the death of the said 

deceased and in what way he came by his death to say upon their oaths that the said 

deceased was found lying upon his left side with all his wearing apparel on in the wagon 

of William Park, by the house of William Park, near the state road. Big Cottonwood 

River in the precinct and county aforesaid and that the said deceased when so found 

appeared to us to have died from excessive drinking of ardent spirits and not otherwise. 

There were no marks of violence visible upon his person. He was forty-two years of age 

and formerly a native of England. And so the jurors aforesaid upon their oaths do say that 

the said Jonathan Brown came to his death as aforesaid and not otherwise.97 

 

His death must have been a traumatic blow to Sarah, Ann and their respective children. 

Jonathan would later be buried in the Salt Lake City Cemetery; one likely reason for this location 

was because the Murray City Cemetery was not yet established. 98 In spite of this sad turn of 

events, the family would plug on in their pioneering fashion. After Jonathan’s death, the oldest 

son, Henry, was left “with the care and responsibility of a large family.”99  

Jonathan’s death was not the only event in the 1860s that deeply affected the Brown 

family; the Civil War would leave its mark on the Utah Territory and its young men. Although 

Utah was out of range of major conflict, Adjutant General Lorenzo Thomas telegraphed 

President Brigham Young on April 28, 1862 “authorize[ing him] to raise, arm, and equip one 

                                                 
97 Chapman, Life Sketches, 3. Inquest is a transcribed copy provided by Fae Chapman. She writes later on 

that “the testimonies of the witnesses are illegible and cannot be read. However, this writer thinks Jonathan’s death 

could be speculative. Since doctors were few he could have died with something other than alcoholism, such as a 

heart attack or diabetes.” 

 
98 Rhonda, “Jonathan Brown,” Findagrave.com, http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/ 
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company of cavalry for ninety days’ service.”100 President 

Young selected Lot Smith for the job of helping General Daniel 

H. Wells with enlisting men and leading the campaign.101 Now 

serving as a captain, Lot Smith proceeded to “[muster] into the 

service of the United States by enlistment and administering the 

necessary oath” to over a hundred men.102 

The call for men came at a vital time; telegraph and  

postal services were under threat from Indian attacks, disrupting 

national communication.103 As a result, “the trail required 

increased protection” and hence the telegram sent to President 

Young.104 Among the names of Captain Smith’s privates, Edwin Brown, the second oldest son is 

listed. The Browns being committed to what they knew to be true is shown by Edwin enlisting; 

also that they express loyalty to their new homeland. He would serve in this company until he 

was discharged August 14, 1862.105 

                                                 
100 Joseph R. Stuart and Kenneth L. Alford, “The Lot Smith Cavalry Company: Utah Goes to War,” in Civil 

War Saints, ed. Kenneth L. Alford (Provo: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 2012), 129. From 

transcription of the telegram. The men were required to provide their own firearms and animals. Lorenzo Thomas 

was adjutant general of the U.S. Army, acting on behalf of President Lincoln. 

 
101 Ibid., 130. Daniel H. Wells was the commanding officer of the Utah militia. Lot Smith was a major at 

the time, having previous soldier experience and military clout in Utah Territory. 

 
102 Lot Smith, “Copy,” in Utah, Territorial Militia Records, 1847-1877, image in online database, 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-22024-9998-13?cc=1462415&wc=14229780 (accessed September 
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103 Stuart, “Lot Smith,” 127.  
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Union.  
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 The men left for the east on May 1, initially marching to the mouth of Parley’s Canyon. 

Facing difficulty, they instead moved to Emigration Canyon where President Young and General 

Wells gave the Saints instruction the following day. 106 Dining with the company prior to service, 

President Young spoke with the men on “the importance of their assignment” and why they were 

serving.107 He emphasized loyalty to the Union and must therefore “defend…[it] at all hazards, 

even to the sacrificing of their lives.”108 Besides reminding them of their patriotic duties, 

President Young also outlined their spiritual duties. As he stated, “although you are United States 

soldiers you are still members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and while you 

have sworn allegiance to…our country, and we have vowed to preserve the Union, the best way 

to accomplish this high purpose is to shun all evil.”109 

 A day to day account of the march of Captain Smith’s men was kept by the company’s 

doctor, Harvey Hullinger. Their first destination was to Fort Bridger. During the month of May, 

Captain Smith’s men met with snow and cold. Conditions were wet and muddy; frequently 

encountering a washed out road. Along the way, they crossed rivers and marched through 

canyons. On Sunday May 11, the men “saw ‘the Stars and Stripes’ floating over Fort Bridger.”110 

                                                 
106 Stuart, “Lot Smith,” 133; Harvey Coe Hullinger, Private Journal, 1862. In Journal History of the 
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There was a present fear of Indians, but no trouble yet; the men would camp here for some 

time.111 

 

Figure 11. An early depiction of Fort Bridger. Source: unidentified painting, digitized on website, Will 

Bagley, “Fort Bridger,” Wyoming State Historical Society, http://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/fort-

bridger (accessed September 2, 2013). 

 

 Throughout most of May the men would see little action. They dealt with more snow, 

cold, and terrain. The people Smith’s men met were prospectors, and other travelers passing 

through. However, on Tuesday May 20, Smith’s men examined the area where a stage coach was 

raided by Indians. They observed that “everything strewn around…and a hole dug for defense” 

around the station; other than that there was no conflict between the men and Indians.112 Their 

first call for arms and ammunitions came the following day; they responded to an order to march 

to a post near Devil’s Gate that was burned. There was resulting confusion from previous chaos, 

but no direct conflict for the cavalry.113 

                                                 
111 Ibid. 

 
112 Ibid. 

 
113 Ibid. 

 



 

 

34 

 

 More action would happen late May and into early June, but again no actual conflict. On 

May 29, Captain Smith received a telegraph from Brigadier General James Craig of the U.S. 

Volunteers requesting to “start 50 men to Ham’s Fork as the Indians had stolen 60 head of 

horses.”114 Captain Smith would take twenty men, travelling 150 miles to the Green River, but 

later aborted the chase of the thieves.115 Anything close to action also came on June 2; Harvey 

Hullinger recorded in his journal that they “had quite a shooting match this morning as a number 

of mountaineers popped up at the station.”116  

 As June passed, the men would continue the work they started in May on camp 

construction and encountering occasional westward travelers.117 They saw little action and camp 

life probably left them feeling restless from time to time. To help the time pass by, they had ways 

of entertaining themselves. Hullinger records that the men had a “merry time in camp; all hands 

were singing, many good songs were sung.”118 On June 6, “playing ball was the principal 

sport...when it was not raining.”119 

 By June 10, the men met church trains travelling from the east. On June 12, the Captain 

Smith’s cavalry went to work to “build a bridge that the Church trains may cross and save 5 or 

600 dollars.”120 As more June days passed, the men would continuously help the travelling 

emigrants cross the river. During this time, the men were living off rations, but did not enjoy 

                                                 
114 Ibid. The name and number of horses were corrections made to a photocopied transcription. 

 
115 Stuart, “Lot Smith,” 135. 

 
116 Hullinger, Journal. 

 
117 Ibid. 

 
118 Ibid. 

 
119 Ibid. 

 
120 Ibid. The wagons were being charged $2.00 per wagon at Rock Bridge. 

 



 

 

35 

 

them much; when an antelope was killed, Harvey Hullinger wrote that “it goes good after eating 

prairie chicken.”121 

 By June 26, Captain Smith had not yet received orders, but by June 27 the company was 

to “start for Fort Bridger” by the morning of June 28.122 Their orders were to “establish 

headquarters” and “guard the line from Green River to Great Salt Lake City.”123 This was a time 

of excitement for the men as “all seem to rejoice that we are going to start. It seems like we were 

going home.”124 They would commence their march at 6 am and continue marching into July. 

During this time, some of the men acted as escorts for emigrants to Fort Bridger and scouts for 

apprehending Indian thieves.125  

The search for the horse thieves would be the final mission for Smith’s men, which 

Edwin would be a part of.126 Smith would take sixty-one men for the search, scaling the Snake 

River Valley. Being an arduous trip, some men returned home. The rest of the company 

continued their mission, following the Snake River, crossing at one time into deep, swiftly 

running currents. Losing one man, Daniel McNicol to the river’s wrath, they continued their trek 

toward Salt Lake. By July 29, they were commanded to return home. They came back to Salt 

Lake City August 15, 1862 and were “honorably discharged on August 16.”127  

                                                 
121 Ibid. 

 
122 Ibid. 

 
123 R. H. Atwood, Journal, 1862, in Utah, Territorial Militia Records, 1847-1877, in online database,  

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-22024-10354-97?cc=1462415&wc=14229781 (accessed 

September 2, 2013). 

 
124 Hullinger, Journal. 

 
125 Ibid.; Atwood, Journal. 

 
126 Hullinger, Journal; Murray City, History of Murray. 

 
127 Stuart, “Lot Smith,” 137-138. 

 



 

 

36 

 

 
 
Figure 12. A painting of Captain Smith’s Cavalry. Source: painting by Frank Thomas, Lot’s One 

Hundred, in transcribed book by David F. Boone, “The Church and the Civil War,” in Nineteenth-

Century Saints at War, ed. Robert C. Freeman (Provo, UT: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young 

University, 2006), http://rsc.byu.edu/archived/nineteenth-century-saints-war/4-church-and-civil-war 

(accessed September 2, 2013). 

 

 The service this company provided was found commendable by leaders on both ends, 

religious and military.128 President Heber C. Kimball, President Young’s first counselor, told the 

men that they “had been a ‘ram in the thicket,’ given as a sacrifice to prove the loyalty and love 

of the Latter-day Saints for the United States.”129 General Wells declared that the Saints “have 

always [served] whenever called upon, and we have shown ourselves ready to respond to our 

duty as good citizens, no matter what usage we have received in return.”130 Edwin was one of 

those Saints loyal to his God and country.  

 After the events of the Civil War, the next significant occurrence for the Brown family 

would be the marriage of the daughter Sarah. She would marry a man by the name of James 
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Petersen from Denmark in Salt Lake City on December 31, 1864.131 Edwin would be the next 

Brown to practice matrimony. In June 1865, Edwin was a young man in his early twenties. His 

story of marriage comes from The History of Murray City: 

Family tradition has it that they were married on a dare as they were returning home from 

a dance in South Jordan. On the way home the two couples traveling together dared each 

other to get married. After Edwin and Desdamona were married, the other couple 

changed their minds. The newlyweds were then afraid to go home and face Desdamona’s 

parents as they felt she was too young to marry—she was 18. So Desdamona spent the 

night with her sister in Union Fort. Some months later the parents were told…132 

 

According to Desdemona’s history in An Enduring Legacy, the marriage was later solemnized in 

the Endowment House in Salt Lake City. For the first few years, Edwin and Desdemona “built a 

home on part of the old Brown farm.” 133   

 1865 would be a busy year for not only the Browns, but also for the Utah Territory. In 

April of that year, conflict between settlers and Indians broke out into what is known as the Utah 

Black Hawk War.  Over the course of the years, Latter-day Saints and Indians experienced 

“stormy relations.”134 One leader from the war, a Ute named Black Hawk, responded to the loss 

of “hunting and fishing grounds.”135 This encroachment on land caused “ecological damage” that 

resulted in a loss of sustenance and eventual starvation.136  
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 To conquer starvation, Utes went on cattle raids, starting in the Sanpete Valley.137 There 

were settlers who suffered fatalities in some raids.138 As time progressed, Indians other than the 

Utes were starving too. By 1866, Ute numbers increased, as other Indians from around the 

territory joined in the raids.139 It was during this time that the third son in the Brown family, 

Charles, responded to the call for young men to serve in the militia during these conflicts. 

 Charles was mustered into service in May, and appears on the muster role for June 18, 

1866.140 He served as a private in the 6th platoon under Colonel H. P. Kimball, “gone down to 

Sanpete, to defend the settlements against the attacks of the Indians.”141 Colonel Kimball’s 

company was stationed in Sanpete County during this time. Captain Jesse West arrived in 

Moroni spring 1866 and took 36 men to Thistle Valley. Captain Albert Dewey was in command 

of the post there. Captain West related the following to the Deseret Weekly in the early 1890s:  

Their camp was located on the south bank of the creek, their wagons being placed in a 

semi-circle, the ends of which rested on the creek. Most of the horses were herded 

outside of the camp, in front… 

 That night a sentinel observed what we supposed was an Indian crawling along 

the opposite bank of the creek, and fired his musket. After this alarm we all laid in 

readiness for an attack until daylight. We then made an examination of the ground, and 

found tracks resembling the prints of a man’s knees, and of the thick part of the hand. At 

first some thought they were bear tracks, but we were soon convinced that they were not, 

and that there were Indians about. Orders were issued that no one should venture out of 

camp without permission. 
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 Everything seemed quiet and safe when, about half-past nine o-clock that 

morning, June 24, the sharp report of a rifle startled the post. Looking in the direction 

whence the sound proceeded, I saw, about five hundred yards distant and just emerging 

from the cedars, two of the men from our camp, but not of my command. They were 

Charles Brown and David Jones. Evidently the former was wounded, as he was being 

assisted by his companion to walk. Just then, from a short distance, five mounted Indians 

dashed forward, shooting several arrows, some of which struck the wounded man, who 

fell.  

 At this juncture the survivor drew his revolver, and also that of his unfortunate 

companion, emptied both at the savages, and began to retreat when almost surrounded. 

The men who were guarding the horses nearest to where the trouble was, and just as an 

Indian was about to scalp Brown as he lay dying, one of the guards, a young private 

named Garr, knelt down, took careful aim, and fired. His shot scattered the Indians, who 

retreated to the cedars in haste, and the body of Brown was brought into camp. He and 

Jones had thoughtlessly disregarded orders, and had gone out into the cedars. Suspecting 

no danger, they were busy picking gum when the shot was fired which cost poor Brown 

his life. The bullet struck him in the center of the back. I drew one of the Indians’ arrows 

from his shoulder.142 

 

From this point, the Indians were attempting to drive off horses; the men in camp succeeded to 

only get a few back. The Indians ended up whisking away 26 horses.143 The aftermath left 

twenty-three fallen natives and others exchanged fire with the militiamen in camp throughout the 

day. Charles was the “possessor of a magnificent horse” which one man used to ride into Mount 

Pleasant “beyond the Indian line” to broadcast the situation of their camp; reinforcements came 

and Indians dispersed.144  

The Utes attacking militia posts was a strategic maneuver. They attacked “the militia 

garrison at Thistle Valley (modern Indianola)” because it was a threat to their “movements in the 
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area.” 145 “Militia posts had been established at several locations to provide rapid support in 

emergencies, and the position at Thistle Valley was designed to protect communications between 

Sanpete and Utah Valleys.”146 Charles happened to be the unfortunate victim in this particular 

raid and would become the fourth death in the family since arriving in the United States. One can 

imagine Sarah’s devastation at learning the news of Charles’ death and sacrifice in serving in the 

territory militia. 

Although he died in Thistle Valley, Charles was reburied in the Salt Lake Cemetery on 

December 14.147 Charles’ death was one of few extreme incidents that occurred to the Brown 

family for quite some time. It was not until 1868 that the next major event took place. On April 

7, Elizabeth Brown married Chauncey Webb in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City.148 The 

next Brown to marry was Henry; He was sealed to Sarah Ann Killpack in the Endowment House 

on March 16, 1869.149 The final marriage for some time took place February 8, 1870—Emma 

Brown and Job Reading got sealed in the Salt Lake Endowment House like her siblings before 

her.150 
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Part 4: Major Events and Stories of the 1870s, 1880s, and 1890s 

The next major record about the family came in the form of the 1870 U.S. federal census. 

From its pages one learns that many of the family was still residing on the Brown family farm in 

South Cottonwood. Edwin and his family are listed; Henry and his wife; and Sarah Cousins 

Brown with the two youngest children, Albert and Mary. 151 Elizabeth and Emma were also 

residing in South Cottonwood with their respective families.152  

 Later in 1870, Elizabeth Webb would pass away on her “child bed,” after only about two 

years of marriage.153 She died on November 14 in Salt Lake City and was buried that same day 

in the Salt Lake Cemetery.154 Aside from deaths, the next Brown to get married was Mary 

Frances Brown. On July 24, 1878, she married James Barnum Henry in the Endowment House 

like her brothers and sisters before her.155 That same year at the October conference of the 

Church, “the young couple with a number of others were asked by President Brigham 

Young…to come to the Ashley Valley to make a permanent settlement…On November 9, 1878 
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they landed [there] with what few belongings they possessed and immediately began 

preparations for the coming winter.”156 

 The company of Saints who travelled to Ashley Valley ended up building a fort early on 

from fear of the Meeker Massacre, where an Indian agent and others were killed by Utes in 

1879.157 Although many of the settlers were relatively unaffected by the massacre, some would 

have their own ventures with Indians. Such an instance happened to the Henry’s later on when 

they had a home of the own: 

One morning as the Henrys were just ready to sit down to breakfast, they heard a blood-

curdling yell from the hill west of their isolated homestead east of Vernal on Ashley 

Creek. Cautiously glancing out they saw fice wild Indians galloping toward the house on 

their ponies. Before they had time to think the braves had dismounted and boldly 

crowded past the couple and two small children into the small kitchen, demanding coffee 

and sugar in harsh loud voices. As neither commodity was in the house, the Indians 

ended up by eating the breakfast on the table, upsetting everything in the room while 

looking for their favorite foods, and taking everything that took their fancy. Finally 

growing tired of their search, they left as abruptly as they had come.158 

 

 While Mary was off living her own life in Ashley Valley, the Browns in the Salt Lake 

Valley were creating their own experiences during the 1870s. From Desdemona’s history in An 

Enduring Legacy, there are stories involving Edwin and his family. There is one in particular that 

demonstrates the strong faith that Edwin had developed over his lifetime and would be present in 

his own family:   

One day while Edwin was plowing the fields when he saw a storm approaching. He 

immediately started for the house, as he was caring for his two little daughters while 

Desdemona was away visiting her parents in Union. As he was removing the harness 

from the horses, lightning struck the chimney of the house. He was knocked to the 

ground and lay stunned for some time. When he came to, he hurried to the house where 

he found the two little girls unconscious on the floor. The lightning had town a large hole 
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in the wall where the children were playing. At first he thought they were dead. With the 

help of a neighbor he took them at once to their mother, and although they had been 

knocked unconscious, one child, Evelyn was blinded. Two of the older girls, upon 

returning home from school and finding the house partly demolished and empty became 

very frightened. A kind neighbor took them to Union to be with the rest of the family. A 

family prayer was offered for the healing of the blind child. Some time later, Evelyn’s 

eyesight was completely restored.159 

 

 As time passed, many of the family were still residing in Salt Lake County. In the next 

federal census, Sarah Cousins Brown was living at the family residence in South Cottonwood; 

she is listed as mother to the head of household, Henry. Albert is the only single child still living 

with his mother. He is a twenty year old young man, unmarried, and working as a teamster. His 

relationship to the head of the household is listed as “brother.”160 

Another Brown in the 1880 census was Sarah Petersen; she was living in South 

Cottonwood with her husband James and children, James, Sarah, Charles, Mary, Floren, and 

Alice. Sarah was thirty-six years old and being a stay-at-home mother. Her husband was thirty-

eight years old and working as a teamster.  Both James and Sarah were European emigrants, 

James being from Denmark.161  

Emma Reading was another Brown to appear in the 1880 census. She was also living in 

South Cottonwood with her husband “Joe” and children: William, John, Albert, Franklin, and 

Charles. Like her sister Sarah, Emma worked around the house and with the children as a thirty 

year old mother. Her husband worked as a farmer.162  
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One of the few Browns living outside of Salt Lake Valley at this time was Mary Henry; 

she was residing in Ashley, Uintah, Utah with her family. Her household included her husband 

James and son James. Mary was twenty-three years old and working as a mother. Her husband 

was a farmer. The young family was making a decent start for themselves now that they were 

more settled and living away from their families in Salt Lake.163 

Besides Mary, Edwin was residing nearby his mother in South Cottonwood. His 

household included Desdemona and the following children: Desdemona, Sarah, Evelyn, Emma, 

Mary, Geraldine, and Edwin. At thirty-seven years old, he was working as a farmer like 

Henry.164 Edwin’s family would not remain at this residence for long. It would be sometime in 

the 1880s when the family left the farm and settled in a boardinghouse. It was “built in Murray 

west on what is not Forty-eighth South, nearly to Second West. There were eleven rooms in the 

house. It was operated by Desdemona who took in single men working at the Horn Silver 

smelter. The boardinghouse was known as the Old American House.”165  

Part of the land where the boardinghouse sat was bought; this lot was where the smelter 

was subsequently built. Edwin “observed [the workers] had no place to stay, so he built and 

operated” the boardinghouse.166 “In addition to farming and running a board house, Edwin also 

worked at the smelter.”167 
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Wanting a better environment for their children, the family moved to Fairview in 1885. 

They remained there for two years, then returned to Murray and the boardinghouse business. 

Edwin built “two homes in front of the old boardinghouse…They lived in the larger one” while 

renting out the smaller house along with the boardinghouse.168 In Desdemona’s history from An 

Enduring Legacy, one learns more about the Brown’s abode: 

There were a number of doors in the building leading to the outside several families 

could live there at the same time. the grandchildren have many happy memories of this 

old home, particularly the family dinners, where, because of the large numbers present, 

the grown-ups were served first and the children waited for the second table. Tea vines 

and the many yellow roses growing around the house provided hiding places for the 

children during their games.169  

 

After ten years, the family moved again to Fairview. “This was a challenging time for 

Desdemona, for they had little money to buy the things they needed, but she never 

complained…The parents and children worked hard and for five years moved back to Murray 

with their finances considerably improved.”170 During their time in Fairview, other memories 

were made for the family: 

It was a time to remember for the children. The town was very small, with only a post 

office and a store down the street from the Brown home. A ditch of clear water ran in 

front of the home and the children would each put an egg into the stream and float it 

down to the store where the storekeeper would exchange it for candy. Sometimes 

[Desdemona] wondered why her chickens had suddenly stopped laying. One day the 

children found a box of fish hooks and one was accidently dropped on the barn floor. A 

turkey gobbler got the hook in his throat and had to be killed.171 
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 Returning to the 1880s, the final and youngest Brown would get married. Albert was 

sealed to Hannah Thompson April 24, 1881 in the Manti Temple.172 Unlike this festive event, the 

1890s would be far less pleasant. Firstly, Edwin would become entangled in a legal suit over a 

horse that was allegedly shot by a neighbor. In April 1894, the Salt Lake Herald reported that the 

horse was shot on October 16, 1892. Edwin’s neighbor, Edward Bevan, was being sued for $250. 

Brown found it necessary to “use a road crossing Bevan’s land” to reach a pasture.173 Bevan 

objected and said “trouble would occur” if Brown and his son did not desist.174 A shot was heard 

around 10’o’clock and the next morning Brown’s horse was found dead. Edwin “obtained 

judgment for $125 and costs” as the blame for the fatal shot was placed on Bevan.175 The case 

was appealed, but the discharge of the buckshot was a mystery at this level of court.176  

Other unfortunate events occurring in the 1890s were deaths in the family. Sarah Petersen 

would pass away on December 4, 1893 and was buried in the Fairview Cemetery in Sanpete 

County.177 Sarah Cousins Brown, now seventy-eight years old, would finally join her husband 
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after being thirty-eight years apart. She was still living in South Cottonwood, passeing the veil of 

death on February 4 in 1898.178 Her daughter Mary wrote a poem as a tribute to her: 

 Our earthly guardian angel  

  To shield us with her car, 

 Our faults she seeks to mend them 

  Tho often they’re unfair. 

 In sickness, health, or sorrow 

  She breathes for us a prayer; 

 Tho all the world forsake us 

  We have a firm friend there. 

 

 She prays for the wayward daughter 

  Or the son so far away, 

 Watches and waits till her eyes are dim 

  Her raven locks are gray. 

 And she asks Him to protect them 

  In the darkest hour of night, 

 She pleads Him to forgive them 

  And lead them in the right. 

 

 When trouble does assail us 

  We feel the firey smart; 

 Who comes so nobly forward? 

  Who bears so well a part? 

 When all else have betrayed us 

  Ah! There is yet on other 

 Who never will forsake us— 

  It is our own dear Mother179 
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Part 5: The New Decade and the Final Journey 

Sarah passing away would be one of the last major events to occur to the Brown family 

before the new century. When the year 1900 rolled around, the census identifies residences once 

again. Henry, now the oldest surviving member of the Jonathan Brown family, is listed on two 

census forms: one in Murray and the other in Crescent.180 At his home in Murray, his first wife, 

Sarah, and their children are listed: George, Arthur, John, Lovinia, Esther, and Zina.181 His 

second wife, Emily, was in Crescent along with the following children: William, Joseph, 

Truman, Horace, and Viola. Henry was 69 years old and employed as a farmer. The family was 

living on their farms owned free of mortgage.182  

The second oldest Brown, Edwin, was still residing in Fairview with his family at this 

time. His household included his wife Desdemona, and their children Maud, Royal, Hazel, and 

“Goldey.” He was working as a farmer in a house and farm owned free of mortgage. According 

to this census, Edwin was a naturalized citizen, living in Utah for forty-seven years now.  Also, 

he is listed as forty-eight years old, but in reality he was fifty-eight. His birth year is even listed 

as 1841 here.183  

Another Brown on the 1900 census was Emma Reading. Emma was living in Murray 

with her husband Job and the following children: William, Robert, Guy, Emma, Rosa, and Pearl. 
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Emma was fifty years old, but unlike Edwin she is not identified as a naturalized citizen. Job, 

who was also English-born, was a naturalized citizen, working as a farmer to support his family. 

The Readings lived in a home on a farm free of mortgage. 184 

In 1900, Mary Henry was still living in Vernal, Utah with husband James and many more 

children besides little James. The following children were born to them and living in the 

household since the 1880 census: Sarah, Albert, Emma, Loretta, Merrell, and Bertha. She was 

forty-three years old. The family was still doing alright for themselves, living on a farm and in a 

home free of mortgage. James was still working as a farmer.185  

Albert was living in Crescent alongside his brother Henry, like in the 1880 census. He 

was listed as the head of household, denoting a separate residence. He and his wife Hannah had 

six children at home at the time of enumeration: Effie, Sarah, Emma, Albert, Lucy, and Viola. 

He was forty years old and working as a farmer, owning his farm and home free of mortgage. 186 

  The next occasion in the family for the new century would be related to missionary 

work. Albert would be called to the Northern States Mission, leaving for Michigan and Illinois in 

1900; he would serve for two years, returning in 1902.187 No significant events occurred in the 

family again for some time. The next record on the Browns was the 1910 census. Henry was still 

residing in Murray, but this time only with his wife Sarah. His children with his first wife were 

                                                 
184 FamilySearch, , United States Census, 1900, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 

MMRP-QFP (accessed September 7, 2013). 

 
185 FamilySearch, , United States Census, 1900, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 

MMRY-MXQ (accessed September 7, 2013). 

 
186 FamilySearch, , United States Census, 1900, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1 
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all gone from home by this time. Henry was seventy years old, a naturalized citizen working as a 

farmer still. They lived in a house on a farm free of mortgage.188  

Edwin had returned to Salt Lake County, residing in Murray with his wife Desdemona 

and daughter Goldie. He was sixty-eight years old and laboring in a field labeled as “open 

income.” This time around he is not working on a farm. Rather the family lived in a home they 

own free of mortgage. His citizenship status remains the same as it did in the 1900 census, 

naturalized.189  

By the 1910 census, Emma Reading was widowed, living with her children in Murray. 

The following children were still at home: William, Rose, and Pearl. Emma was sixty years old 

and presently unemployed. How the family was subsisting is unknown because all the family is 

listed as having no work. But rather than living on a farm, the family was living in a house that 

they owned free of mortgage.190  

In 1910, Mary Henry was still in Vernal, living with husband James and the following 

children: Loretta, Merrell, and Bertha. Mary was fifty-three years old and still working as a stay-

at-home mother. James was still a farmer, working his own farm for the income of his family. 

The family was doing well enough to own their home and farm free of mortgage.191  

                                                 
188 FamilySearch, United States Census, 1910, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 

M5XZ-HVS (accessed September 7, 2013). 
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Albert was living in Crescent for this federal census too. His wife Hannah was living in 

the household along with the following children: Albert, Lucy, Viola, and a new addition named 

Della. At fifty years old, he was still farming. He continued ownership of his home and farm free 

of mortgage.192 

 The year 1914 brought the death of the oldest 

Brown child in Jonathan’s and Sarah’s family. Henry 

passed away on June 9 from paralysis in Murray. He had 

suffered a paralytic stroke only two years earlier.193 This 

was the last death among the original Jonathan Brown 

family members for some time.  

The next set of records comes to the year 1920 in 

the form of the federal census. The widow Emma Reading, 

now seventy years old, was living in Murray with her 

children William and Rose. They were living in a home free of mortgage still.194 Around these 

years, Emma and her children were living in a home on 430 West and 59th South.195 In regards to 

citizenship, Emma was naturalized in 1870, according to the 1920 census. She was still 

                                                 
192 FamilySearch, United States Census, 1910, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 
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Lake City: Western Epics, Inc., 
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unemployed, but William worked as a farm laborer and Rose was working as a dry goods 

clerk.196  

On the 1920 census, Mary Henry was still living in Vernal with only her husband James 

now. Now sixty-two years old, Mary and James were also residing on their farm, still working 

for their own income.197 Her brother, Albert was living in Crescent still for this census. His 

household included his wife Hannah, daughter Della, and another daughter Mabel. He was now 

sixty and still going strong as a farmer, working on his “own account.”198 

The 1920 census would be the last one with Edwin, now the oldest living child of the 

Brown family. He was residing in Murray with only Desdemona. Owning the home, he was 

listed as seventy-nine on this census. Citizenship status is naturalized still. Once can presume 

that by this time he had retired from trade, since his work status is identified as “none.”199 In An 

Enduring Legacy, one learns that the couple moved to a “smaller home on Wasatch Avenue 

which still stands. Their home was always surrounded with lovely flowers and trees.”200 

 With not many of the original Brown family that settled the valley in the 1850s left, 

Edwin would be one more to meet his maker. He died on April 17, 1928 in Murray, Utah. He 

would be buried in the Murray City Cemetery on April 20. His occupation listed was that of 
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farmer, although during his lifetime he engaged in other trades. 201 As mentioned earlier, Edwin 

worked as a smelter, but he also took place in other jobs and events: 

At one time worked on the railroad as it crossed Utah and was present at the driving of 

the golden spike. He contributed to the community life in Murray, serving on the first 

school board. He helped start a co-op in South Cottonwood and acted as the dance 

manager for dances in South Cottonwood and acted as the dance manager for dances in 

South Cottonwood Ward…and he did Temple work in his later life.202 

 

 

Figure 13. Photograph of Edwin and Desdemona Brown. Source: Murray City Corporation. The History 

of Murray City. Murray: Murray City Corporation, 1976. Page 379. 

 

 By the 1930 census, a handful of the Brown children were still around. Firstly, Albert 

was continuing to live in Salt Lake County.203 He was now the seventy year old head of 

household. Hannah was still alive and with the family, but only one child was living at home, 

Della. Albert is listed as working on the farm as his occupation still. A new column in the 1930 

                                                 
201 FamilySearch, Utah Death Certificates, 1904-1956, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/ 

MM9.1.1/XZGR-R4T (accessed September 7, 2013). 

 
202 Murray City, History of Murray, 379. 
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census asks if each household has a radio set; Albert was one of the households which had 

one.204 

 Another Brown still living by this census was Mary Henry. Mary and James were still 

living in Uintah County, Utah. Mary was seventy-three years old when this form was 

enumerated. It seems that by this time James was no longer doing only farm work; at the age of 

seventy-seven he was working for the coal mine. Aside from that, the family still owned a farm. 

It is likely that their son Merrell living nearby may have helped out with farm work.205 

 The 1930 census would be Emma’s final census. The eighty year old widow was still 

living in Murray with William and Rose, now in their 50s and 30s. Her naturalization is listed in 

this census too. She was living in a home that she owned and was still unemployed. William was 

again unemployed, but it is likely that Rose was helping the family with finances through her 

own work as a practical nurse at a medical office.206 

 It would only be two years later that Emma would go to her reward. On August 30, 1932, 

she passed away in Murray at her residence on 440 West 59th South Street from complications of 

old age.207 On September 4, 1932, she would be buried in the Murray City Cemetery. Her 

occupation was listed as a homemaker, and her age was eighty-two.208 In her lifetime, Emma 
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XH68-J5Y (accessed September 7, 2013). 

 
205 FamilySearch, United States Census, 1930, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 

XH6G-BKF (accessed September 8, 2013). 

 
206 FamilySearch, United States Census, 1930, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ 

XH6D-HTC (accessed September 8, 2013). 

 
207 FamilySearch.org, Utah Death Certificates, 1904-1956, in online database, https://familysearch.org/pal:/ 

MM9.1.1/XZPM-LD9 (accessed September 8, 2013); “Emma B. Reading,” Salt Lake Tribune, September 1, 1932,  

http://access.newspaperarchive.com.erl.lib.byu.edu/salt-lake-tribune/1932-09-01/page-

19?tag=Emma+Reading&rtserp=tags/?psi=96&pci=7&pf=emma&pl=reading&psb=relavance (accessed September 

8, 2013). 
  
208 FS, Death Certificate. 



 

 

55 

 

served as “an active member of the L.D.S. Church, serving as a counselor in the Grant L.D.S. 

ward Relief Society for 15 years and at the time of death was a teacher in the same 

organization.”209 

 As will not be a surprise, Albert is still in federal census records. By 1940, he was still in 

Salt Lake County. Alas alack, he was widowed, living on his own with no wife or children at 

home. At eighty years old, this stalwart man was still engaged in farm work, working on his own 

account. An additional column in the 1940 federal census asks members of households where 

they lived in 1935. Albert was of course in the same house.210 

 The 1940 census would be Mary Henry’s final census. Living in Vernal still, Mary was 

now eighty-twp and widowed. As the head of the household now, she was engaged in house 

work for her own home. In 1935, she was living in the same house.211 It would only be 

September 17, 1944 that Mary would die. It was in Salt Lake City where she would die, and 

burial was in Vernal Memorial Park on September 20.212 In her lifetime, Mary was very active in 

the relief society of her LDS ward in Vernal, starting around 1880.213  
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 The last of the Browns to die would be Albert, 

who passed away on January 31, 1951.  His death place 

was at a rest home in Holladay, Salt Lake, Utah.214 By 

this time, the unfortunate fellow was suffering from the 

effects of old age, particularly senility, which led to 

complications and eventual death. He was the longest 

lived of his family too, making to the age of ninety-

one. On February 3, 1951, he would be interred in the 

Crescent City Cemetery, located in Sandy, Utah.215 In 

his lifetime, Albert “served in the bishopric of the 

Crescent LDS Ward. He was a Sunday School teacher 

and secretary and served as president of the Young 

Men’s Mutual Improvement Assn. several years.”216 
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https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XZ2D-DYD (accessed September 8, 2013). 

 
215 FS, Utah Death. 

 
216 “Albert.” 

Albert George Cousins Brown. 

Photograph in book by Andrew Jenson, 

Latter-day Saint Biographical 

Encyclopedia (Salt Lake City: Andrew 

Jenson History Company, 1914) 2:598 



 

 

57 

 

Appendix 

Maps 

 

 

 
 

Map of Spilsby, England. A screenshot taken from ttp://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/13650 

 

 

 
 

Map of Newbury, England. A screenshot taken from http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/926 
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Map of Thatcham, England. A screenshot from http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/2536 

 

 
Migration routes of 1853 wagon trains. Source: Map by Kimberly Chen Pace, in William G. Hartley, 

“LDS Emigration in 1853: The Keokuk Encampment and Outfitting Ten Wagon Trains for Utah,” 

Mormon Historical Studies 4, no. 2 (Fall 2003), http://mormonhistoricsites.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/04/MHS_Fall2003_The-Keokuk-Encampment.pdf (accessed August 16, 2013), 66 
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Voyage routes for European saints. Source: Map in “Utah in Isolation,” in Church History in the Fulness 

of Times, Church Educational System (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

2003), http://www.ldsces.org/inst_manuals/chft/chft-26-30.htm (accessed September 10, 2013). 
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